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I’m the Polar Bear Speaking through You* to Humanity
2011 - ongoing (work in process)
Video 19:06 min

Originally created for the exhibition Iceploitation (Tromsø Kunstforening 25.03 - 30.04 in 2011) where it was shown in a twelve minute
version together with the audio track of an dialog (subtitled in english) between me and my grandfather regarding his childhood
memories with polar bear cubs in his hometown, the arctic harbour town Hammerfest, in the pre-war years to World War II.

Excerpt from Kitty Kristensen - I’m the Polar Bear Speaking through You* to Humanity (2017);
…(* The choice of me becoming the object in the sentence emphasises the acknowledgement of the communication between the
polar bear and I happening on equal terms, or at least not on human terms.)…
…The man-made mirrors that we look into to examine our behaviour are usually manipulated, as the human being will always go
to great lengths to avoid having to realise and address our shortcomings…
…The human experience of what is reflected in this mirror, being non- verbal, relies on the senses and not on the intellect. Verbal
language, one of the human capacities that traditionally has been viewed as setting us apart from other species, establishes and
reinforces a hierarchal relationship and makes it impossible for nature to communicate with the human being on fair terms…
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Stills and installation view
from Iceploitation, Tromsø
Kunstforening, 2011.
Poster designed by Kaja
Cxzy Andersen.
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